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My son has dyslexia. When he was in Year 3, he got just one spelling word correct 
on his NAPLAN spelling test, and that was because a teacher had taught him the 
Big Elephants Can Always Understand Small Elephants way of remembering how 
to spell ‘because’ and it happened to be on the test that year. In general he had no 
phonemic awareness and practically no reliable spelling strategics by that age. It 
was no big deal for him to do the NAPLAN test, but it didn’t tell us anything we 
didn’t already know.  
 

For the next fortnight Living Waters and all other schools will have Year 3 and 5 
NAPLAN testing occurring most mornings. We obviously want the children to take 
it seriously and try their best, but at the end of the day the results are just a 
snapshot in time. They don’t determine the child’s future or give any indication of 
the value being added by the school or by the support work you might be doing 
with your child at home. In all likelihood, they will just tell you in another way what 
you already know, and there is nothing wrong with that. The research term is 
‘triangulation’ – which means seeking the same data from more than one source 
of the same data in order to ensure it is reliable and valid. For this reason we 
welcome the opportunity NAPLAN presents to triangulate the data we already 
have in the school, but the nationwide stories of children being stressed out about 
the testing are concerning. Let’s not do that to our Living Waters children. The best 
thing parents can do is ensure the children eat breakfast on test days and avoid 
passing on any stress you might feel about the testing to your children. 
 

In Year 5 my gorgeous boy scored two bands above his cohort in the reading test. 
He thought that was the funniest thing ever. “Mum”, he said, “I got sick of reading 
it and guessed nearly all the answers”. Sometimes you can be lucky, but the key 
message, don’t take the NALPLAN testing as the be all and end all. It isn’t.  
 
Foundation 2022 
Any parents of children starting school in 2022 are asked to contact the school to 
receive an Enrolment Form. Enrolment Forms can then be returned to the school 
with copies of their Birth Certificate and Immunisation record.  
 
 
 

Dr Merryn Ruwoldt 

Term 2:  Week 3 

Friday, May 07, 2021 

As 5C reminded us when they 
led worship on Wednesday, the 
fruit of the Spirit is not a 
banana. Instead, the gifts given 
by the Spirit, the disciplines we 
practice in response to our 
freedom from the consequences 
of sin due to the power of Jesus’ 
resurrection, include: love joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, gentleness, faith, 
modesty, and self-control. This 
week, I have needed to practice 
patience. Perhaps you did too, 
or maybe you were called to 
exercise the gift of self-control 
or kindness. Whichever it was 
this week, and whatever next 
week brings, we can know for 
sure that God is with us as we 
use these gifts. The power is his 
not ours. This is comforting, 
because had it been left to my 
supply alone, I think my patience 
bank might just have gone into 
overdraft this week. Just as well 
God’s supply is endless! 

Worship is held in the hall 
every Wednesday at 8.30am  

 
Assembly is held in the hall 

every Friday at 8.30am 
 

 

 

   From the Principal 

Week 3 Devotion 
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To these students in the 
coming week 

 

Prayer families  

for the week  

commencing  

10th of  May 
 

Gahani, Garang, Gates, 
Gatwech, George (D), 

George (N) 
 

And Staff:  
 

Lawrence Johnston 
Shane Jude  

 
 
 

09/05 Zoey Morton  

11/05 Brayden Butcher-Duncan 

11/05 Zoe Metcalfe 

12/05 Flolina Wulf 

12/05 Inaya Joshi 

13/05 Taylor Williams 

     

 

 

Hi Living Waters Families, trash free is back! 
 

Starting next week, Living Waters will be rubbish free on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  
 

The students are encouraged to pack their lunches with no rubbish – 
containers rule! The Living Waters Environmental Officers will be recording 
each class’ efforts and a Lower Primary and Upper Primary class winner will 
be announced at the end of term. Staff are also part of the effort and will be 
working on being rubbish free too. We will continue to have compost buckets 
outside each year level as well as popper buckets for our recyclables.  

Eco  

Corner 

Year 2 Swimming 
 

Swimming starts on Monday, 10th May for Year 2 students. These will be every day 
until Friday, 21st May.  
 

Some things to remember: 
 

 Students are to come to school in 
their school uniform we will get changed prior to leaving on the bus. 

 Have a separate swimming bag 
things get wet. It helps to keep all swimming related things together and it makes it 
easier when getting changed to have a separate bag.  
 

Things to pack: (please label your child’s belongings) 
 

 Bathers/swimmers/togs  

 Thongs/flip flops/crocs/slip on  
shoes to wear to and from the pool 

 Towel 

 Separate swimming bag to keep 
swimming gear in 

 Goggles (if your child needs them) 

 

 
 
 

In addition to the short sleeve polo shirt, shorts or skorts the following items 
are part of the school uniform for winter: 
 

 School vest 
 School track pant  
 School rugby shirt 
 Flying Jacket (Parka) 
 Long Sleeve Polar Fleece (limited stock) 

 

In winter, girls may wear black leather shoes (not runners) with navy tights 
and the summer dress. These must be tights and NOT leggings. 
 

The following items are NOT part of the uniform and should not be worn to 
school:  
 

 Black tights 
 Leggings 
 Skivvies  
 

Please label all items of clothing.  



 

 

 

 
 

Mother’s Day Morning Tea 
 

A wonderful Morning Tea was held for our Mothers last Friday, 3oth April. There were approximately 80 
Mothers able to attend the event that was run by POTS. We wish all our Mothers a wonderful this Sunday. 

Students of the Week  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FK: Ben Turner   

1H: Adaolisa Nwakor-Osaji and Ruth Tuach   

2B:   Nate Coss and Kai Nicholl 2Y: Tristan Pavkovich and Shanaya Prasad  

3D:   Portia Gurney    

4W:   Elijah Chandler and Mia DuToit 4D:  Zoe Metcalfe and Emily Tomlin   

5C:   Kalem Abbott and Nyabuoy Kuan   

Language:   Dulcie Satour (2Y) and Elijah Chandler (4W) 

Mother’s Day Competition  
 

Thank you to everyone who supported POTS by 
purchasing a ticket for the hamper. The hamper 
was won by Narelle Lightfoot. Jamie (4W) was very 
happy to be able to give this to his Mum.   



 

               Available at  Reception 

National Simultaneous Story Time  

This year National Simultaneous Story Time takes place 
on Wed 19th May at 11am from the International Space 
Station. To celebrate we are having a space themed 
dress up day and activities at school. Start organising 
your outfits. 

             

 Book Fair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If any parents would like to look at the books available independently of their children please 

arrange a time with Sarah Higgins (Library Assistant) or through Reception.  

 

Date:  Monday 17th May to Friday 21st May 
 

Place:  FLC Hub 
 

Times: Before School (7.55 - 8.15am)   

  Lunch time (12.20 - 12.45pm)   
  After School (2.50 - 3.20pm) 


